
THE OGDEN STANDARD10
OGDEN, UTAJI, SATURDAY, MAY 17, 1913 L- -

INDIA WHERE VULTURES

H EAT BODIES OF THE DEAD
Country of Extreme Poverty and Religious Fanaticism, Where the

I, Priests and Sacred Bulls Are Compared Where the Juggernaut Car Is
W Dragged Through the Streets and "Jagannath," the Wooden God, Is

Cared For by Being Dressed, Washed and Feasted by Constant Attend-ant- s

Dancing Girls at Religious Festivals Women Wear Rings in

Their Noses and Slit Their Ears Until They Can Almost Insert the Hand
Taj Mahal, the Most Beautiful Building in the World Letter by A.

W. Hadley.

A. W. Hadley.
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1 Leaving Colombo any evening at 5

BLAKt o clock the earner lands one
K, at Tutlcorin the following momine

R and quick connections arc then made
w with a through train northward. The
Bp .tie- - first city of Interest to visit is Mi
Bflfl B dura with a population of 10.". The

B place was founded 400 years before
H our Christian era and Includes amone
B its many treasures the great temple
B fh of Madura, Tirumala s palace and
Bra several lesser attractions.

The temple is one of the most re- -

Hl markable structures in the world, ow- -

p ing largely to the gigantic towers
1 which surmount the various gates and

H are known as gopuras The temple is
B a huce about

square, surrounded by a Inch wall.
The principal entrance or gate Is on
the east side and the great gopura
which rises In semi pyramidal form
to a height of 152 feet Is entirely cov-

ered with grotesque statuary It Is
nine stories In height and the fig-

ures in stone, brick and stucco are
brightly painted In various colors.

Passing through this gateway one
'arrives at the Golden Lily Tank, rect-
angular in inrm, and about 200 feet
In length and breadth It is surround
ed bj a colonnade, and steps load
down to the water's edge where the
people bathe before pravlng round
to the left and bevond Is the celebra
ted Hall of A Thousand Columns
These columns are of massive gran
lte and carved In a great variety of
figures and designs

Leaving Madura which can be well
soon in three days one passes on to
Trlchinopoll by way of the Junction
of that name This city also has an
estimated population of more than
100,000 and its principal attraction Is
the great rock fort In the center of
the place and another temple like the
one at Madura situated on an Island
in the river a few miles distant

Like the Acropolis at Athens, this
enormous mountain of granite rock
rises abruptly from the plain of the
city to a height of 256 feet. It is np-- !

proached by a long hall which be-- I

gins at the main street and termin-
ates at the bottom of a wide stone
stairway cut in the rock One long
flight of steps after another lead in
a devious mraj up the side of the
rock, but as the stairs are entirely
enclosed by walls, buildings and vari-
ous structures the way Is quite dark
and there Is some danger of getting
a bad fall. It Is said that a panic
among worehlpers about 60 jears ago
resulted in 250 of them being crush-
ed to death in these stairways.

. Emerging at last Into the open air,
one continues the ascent of the rock
by steps cut in the granite until he
reaches the summit where there Is a
small shrine containing sacred sta-
tues The i iew is a magnificent one
overlookliiK the country in ever di-

rection Seeral miles away tho
gopuras of the temple mentioned can
be seen towering above the trees. On
what might he termed the saddle of
the rock, considerably below the

highest point, is a large temple which
wa6 formerly a portion of a fort main-
tained there At. least half a day can
be passed In inspecting the various
portions of this rock and Its temples
and the following day can be spent
at the great temple. Trlchinopoll
cheroot6 are famous all over the Or-

ient and there are more than 200
pmall factories producing them in and
near the city.

The net stop after Madura Is Tan-jor- e

where there Is another wonder-
ful temple like those already men
tloned a famous Hindu bathinu tank
Schwartz s church, and the Tanjore
library which Is probably the most
interesting one In India. There are
lS.Ouo old manuscripts In one depart-
ment of It

Madras, the metropolis of southern
India is the next point and a number
of days can comfortably bo passed
here without exhausting its list of
attractions There Is an excellent
museum one of the best In India, a
marine aquarium that is worth while
largely because one has a beautiful!
drive there and back along the sen!
front, Fort St George, a fine bo- -

tanlcal garden and other places of
Interest.

The next point on one's itinerary
is usually Bombay, two days and twD
nights distant, but there are several
small cities enroute where one can
pass a day or so If for nothing more
than to break the long journey

Bombav, with three-quarter- s of a
million people is regarded as "the
first city of India" At least a weekl
can be passed there, the principal
attractions being a very fine zoo and
botanical garden, the Hindu burning
chats, the Parsi ' towers of silence,
the Island of Elephanta, etc

The Towers of Silence are where
the Parsis dispose of their dead by
exposing i lie bodies on top of several
towers where they can be consumed
by flocks of vultures These towers
are built of stone and cement and
resemble great cheese boxes, 40 or
?,( fret hich and possibly a hundred
feet In diameter. Within the top
are arranged three zones of diverging
receptacle These are three In num-
ber separated for the bodies of men,
women and children. No one but the
Parsis officials an? admitted to the
interior of the tow?rs but one's imag- -

inatlon accomplices considerable
llon he observes two men entor the

ll,np doorway and soonwith a corpse
after sees a Hock of huge vultures
circle about the tower and suddenly
swoop down within It, They will en-
tirely consume a naked bod In the
space of two hours, sometimes quick-
er If there has been B decrease In the
number of deaths for a day or so
After the bonep are stripped of flesh
they are swept into a central tank
where they are allowed to disinte-
grate and then Into another com-
partment where everything Is ulti-
mately dissolved. The Parsls believe
in a religion which prohibits them
polluting either earth, water fire or
air Hence their employment of the
bird kingdom In disposing of their
dead.

The Island or Elephanta Is reached
by small steamer or sail boat from
Bombay and contains some curious
old temples excavated from the solid
rock on one side of the Island. Theso
temples wore bombarded by the Port-- ;
Uguese In their war ships many years
ago and were badly Injured. They
arc still extremely interesting and
Well worth a visit . peculiar cus-tor- n

noticed on the Island Is that of
the natives placing their hay for win-- I

ter use high up in the tree6, as the
moisture of the ground would injure
It

Leaving Bombay for the norlh one
stops at Ahmedabad for a vislt to a
number of fine tombs, mosques tem-
ples, an animal hospital and other
points of interest requiring about
three days to see properly; then on
to Oodeypour which Is reached bj a

branch of railroad running over the
mountains from Chitorgahr This
city Includes among its attract lon
two magnificent palaces of the rajah
several temples and tombs and a
small lake w hich posslb'y Is he mosl
enchant Inc landscape in the world.

In the, middle of this little blue lah !

are two fairy-llk- o palaces nf gleam-
ing white marble, ver small and
exquisitely built as regnrds graceful
towers and porticoes, broad steps
leading down Into the water, mlnature
courtyards with trees and fountains
and scores of architectural details to
be noted within

Certainly it is a dream of fairyland
'wrought nut in marble and were i.n

to see it in a painting it would be im
mediately pronounced Imaginary In
one of the chambers Is a gorgeous
canopied bed of crystal throughout
and other fixtures of similar construc-
tion Some of the rooms are walled
with greal mirrors, a maze effect and
"hall of a thousand reflections" are
found In others, and in the court
yards are great marble bathing pools
with slides and diving platforms, tlnj
porticoes, fountains, etc everythlnc.
in fact, with which a monarch might
h"p- to please himself and the ladies
of his household On the lake swing-
ing lazily at their moorings beneath
the walls of the two larger palaces :ir"
i pair of pleasure barges built like the
palleys oi the Roman emperors with
high throne decks, platforms for at-

tendants and long rows of seats for
the rowers

Chitor. a walled city, situated on a
rocky plateau near Chitorcahr, is well
worth visiting on the way to AJmer
At the latter point there are some
remarkable temples, a great artificial

lake formed Sun years ago by build
ins: a huge marble dam across the out-
let of a depression In the hills two
large mosques and a special building

Uontainlnc a fanciful gilt metal "cos
mos " This represents AJmer as the
renter of the universe, surrounded by
S procession of thousands of miniature
gilded figures of men and animals
passing In review before a high
throne. This Is undoubtedh the most
elaborate thing of Its kind in tho
world and represents much Intrinsic
value besides the labor and skill In
volved. It Is about 60 feet long, near-
ly as wide and hermetically sealed
In a glass room 50 feet high. Bal

iconics are arranged on the outside for
viewing the scene from all directions

After AJmer comos Jaipur with its
famous palace of the winds, a very
fine museum and botanical garden,
Jal Singh's tomb, the rajah's palace,
grounds, fountains, crocodile tank,
etc.. and the wonderful observatory
with scores of gigantic structures In
stone and marble and brass used by
the old astronomers in making their
eemplex observations There are also
to be seen the Vishnu temple, the rn
Jah's stables, containing hundreds of
Blooded horses, many tombs and
mosques and the city of Amber, a
ruined City of palaces founded a thou-- I

sand years ago and reached by a car-
riage drive of several miles and n
three-mil- ride on an elephant

One can not afford to miss Delhi
With Its great fort of cut sand stone
and its marveloush beautiful struc-- )

tures in marble Within the fort is
the celebrated Diwan-i-Am- a magnl
fiient reception pavilion of massive
marble pillars delicately carved and
Inlaid with precious stones It was
here that some authorities assert that
the famous peacock throne was in
stalled Then there is the little Pearl
mosque adjoining nnd the royal baths

'of marble and Inlaid stone where the
ladies of the court entertained them
neives at little artificial rivulets
brought In through the marble floors,
curiously wrought fountain fixtures
nnd other diversions which were at
one time represented In paintings on
the walls until shocked English mod
esty decreed that they should be plaa-- I

tered over
Drives can be taken In several dl- -

reetions from Delhi to celebrated
tombs and mosques also the great
Kufab Mlnar a tower which was ere
ted 600 years ago and is, though
In a partially ruined condition, still
more than 200 feet high There

leading up on the Inside to
the ton.

Agra Is the next stop and should,
like Delhi, be given at least a week
or ten days for proper! seeing

Here the principal sight
is. of course, the marvelous Taj Ma-

hal, a great marble tomb which
Shah lahan erected in the seventeenth
century as a memorial to his wife i

required 20,000 men (or a period of!
eighteen years to complete it It is
accepted as the most beautiful mau- -

soleum in the world If not the most
beautiful ' ' ever erected by
man. (One Instance, at least, of a
woman being appreciated)

The great central dome rises from
the elevated platform to a height of
235 feet The platform Is 313 feet
square and at the corners rise taper- -

ing minarets to a height of 136 feet.

Everything about the place is of the
purest white marble and the Intrinsic
value lies In the exquisite Inlaying
of beautiful flowers, leaves, vlnei in
Inscriptions all done In precious
stones such as agate, turquoise, car-- j

nelian. lapislasuila malachite, car-- !

buncle, yellow jasper, rattack mot-- j
tied abrl coral, conch ihell and col- -'

ored marbles of every kind Not only
Is each flower and leaf outlined In
the Inlaying, stone of the proper color
being used, but the minute shading
of the twisted petals etc Is all rep-
resented as If h a master painter
rather than a stone layer.

The Taj must be visited man
times, both by daylight and moon-
light, before Its magnificence fully
dawns on one In tho meanwhile
other excursions about the city can
be made Including visits to the Pearl
mosque, the Gem mosque, the mau- -

soleum of Itlmad-ud-Daul- aud the
great sandstone mosque of lama
Masjld. The thro.- - first mentioned
are of beautiful Inlaid marble, the
Gem mosque being within Agra fort
whtch also contains many other
structures of surpassing beauty and
excellence

From Agra tourists generally pro-

ceed to Cawnpore on the Ganges riv-

er. English people being especially
interested in tbe Memorial Well
where a big marble angel guards the
site of a well Into which 200 dead and
dying English residents, chiefly wo-- l
men and children were thrown by
native fanatics during a mossacre
Which occurred in 1S57. There aro
sacred bathing ghats (steps leading
down Into the water) along the
Ganges which are worth Beelng. a
beautiful botanical park and other
attractions

Ar Lucknow, the next stop, inter-
est centers In 'h remains of the
terrible 6iege The battle scaried
rutns of B large group of stone build --

nigs. Including the governor's resl-denc- e

have been carefully preserved
in a large park and present as uearlv
a possible the Bame appearance thai
they did when reliof arrived to sue
cor the British gnrrison mid loc a

residents who had stood oft the ln-- I
diai. mutineers for a period of six
months This also occurred in 1857
and was associated with the massa-
cre at Cawnpore. The punishment
meted oui to the leaders of the ter-
rible affair was carefully prepared
and has had a most lasting effect
They were compelled to lick from the
pavement a proscribed area of fresh
blood and were then tied to the muz-
zles of cannon and blow to atoms
a procedure and end which. In the
Hindu religion assured the most
terrible and infinite damnation of the
soul that could be imagined.

Passing on to Benares, one can
spend several days along the banks
of the Ganges studying the Hindu
burial customs which, although grew-som- e,

are rather interesting Tie-.- ,

burn their dead on the banks of the
sacred river after first immersing
the body In the water and perform-
ing certain ceremonies too intricate
to outline in a brief article

A pile of wood is prepared on one
of the burning ghats or platforms
close to the rher's edge and the body
wrapped in a winding sheet Is laid
upon It The fire Is then started b
a relative who has brought a sacred

ember from tin- n.sm r.t temple ami
attendants of 'In- glial then manage fisjjf
:h.. a: fait until 'he body Is consuiii.-'-

omei hivs the bodies of ri.-- p- T
senr, nr.' .vrapped in a eloth ' uoi i C-- ,

or burned on n pyre of expensive san- - I

dlewood Then all Is well. On other
occasions, however the family may
not be able to furnish sufficient wood j

which results in a portion of tlin j

Charred remains bein? pushed off In--I
'o the river Sometimes not enough
wood Is piled on top to keep the mus- - S
cies from contracting with the beat,
or perchance a prortudlng head leg
or arm may drop off anil roll Into the
river This immediate!;, sinks frem v
the air having bocn driven from. it by
the fire and necessitates a grewBOme
fishing about In the stream In
attendant Immersed to his chin and if I
feeling for it with his feet. Some
times a skull pops from the bent vvi'h .1

an astonishing report and there are IW

la number of other features which are I"
not pleasant to either observ e or rec- -

ord However It Is the religion of
several million people under English if'.,

guidance ami h is a place in history jol
No matter how fiith the water, tlw

Ganges Is at all times sacred and nt Rj
any hour of the day may be seen jtfl
scores, ofien hundreds, and o ca.-i- .rff'ally thousands, of devotees bathing In
the water adjoining these burning mf'i
glials, scrubbing their faces and even- &j
tunlly washing their mouths with it.

Calcutta Is the next important poln.
in India to visit and at least a wosk ffj
is required to see i properly There Jj0H

is a romarkable museum which sliouM
be visited severa; times, a very fln?
botanical garden a zoo. and an ani-
mal hospital From Calcutta a run
to Darjillng can be made without di-
fficult and some f;r.o mountain scene
ry Inspected.

South from Calcutia is Ptirl. Iho
headquarters of Hinduism, and rec
ognlzd as "tho most holy spot in the
world ' by the fHiitics of the Jugger-- j

naut. The Word has a variety of
spellings the one m In.l!? being .Th

gannath This is where the famous
Juggernaut car is dragged through
the streets during the great annual
festivals. The common understand-
ing of this car and Its associations
Is quite erroneous

In the first place it is the .vooden .If
god drawn In the car which Is the
center of attraction not tho vehicle
itself. Then thoro arc in reality fl
three gods- Jagannath; his brother, m.
Balabhadra; and his master, Subh
dra. Each Is rudely carved from a JH
log of wood and has neither legs ov
arms. These crude images ar kept

. In n big temple aud accorded iho'
most royal care,

j There are some b4n persons con- - J

ijected with the care of the gods, dl- - j

vided into 36 different departments.
some put Jagannath to bed. others are mm
deputized to assist him in getting an, M

dressing him, cleaning his teeth, jnrash M
ing his face feeding him, giving him (j

betel nut. washing his clothes, carr Iff
Ing his umbrella, telling him the hours
Of worship, etc, etc Besides this Dtt

my of religious loafers there are 40

families of cooks and 120 dan' n jW
girls to administer to the gods nhd K
priests and take part in th great
festh a Is

The number of pilgrims who flock

'Continued on age Twelve.)

I I WHY NOT GO TO CHURCH ?
Well, why not- - Think it through. Is there any good reason why you Every time you go, you serve notice on the community, that you be- - ulI should not go? Are not the GOOD REASONS all on the side of going? Is lieve in the church. It is not the preacher you vote for, nor his creed, nor !T

HjJ it not thoughtlessness or habitual neglect that keeps men away? Ask his way of doing things. It is the "belief in God" you endorse; "the work w

yourself: WHY NOT GO TO CHURCH? of God ' you further. WHY NOT GO TO CHURCH?

m-'f- i If nobody went to church, there would be no church. Would Ogden The church needs you. Your presence, your influence, your example, if1
then be a better place in which to live, to work, to raise your family? Scarce- - your work, your counsel, your sympathy are worth ever so much to her. !

I--
j

ly, you admit. Very well, then you believe in the church. WHY NOT GO Without you, she lags. On your help she depends WHY NOT GO TO
W4 1: TO CHURCH? CHURCH?

Ithl Everybody, who believes that the church is a necessary institution in You need the church. Yes, you do. To brace you against the hard
TjI the world, yet fails to attend her services, virtually votes to put her out of knocks of life; to lift your moral sag; to quicken your sympathy after the ?

Ml Jll business. He thereby fails in his duty to society. Why hinder? WHY fierce competition of the week; to overcome the sense of slavery to your ?
NOT GO TO CHURCH? job; to put you in tune with what's right. Sure you need the church. Use

IJ HI W"Y NT G T CHURCH?The church stands for the best things. Her work makes for nobler Jj
Ul lives and better society. She is the original booster, a world-wid- e Because sheI society thinks, Everybody would be hplped by your going to

0f mral pr0greSS- - You count on her for that' Why sh0"!d church, shenot shareYou advertises. Will you not go to some church tomorrow' Pre- - tIII with her in that? WHY NOT GO TO CHURCH' fprahlvtnmrn i ,' your own or your mother s? Ask yourself again:

I I WHY NOT GO TO CHURCH TOMORROW? I
I 111

II I BAPTIST XTINAL EPISC0PAL tt" bTteiia 1 I
! FIRST CHURCHFIRST BAPTIST HOLLANn rwRTSTIAN

2464 Ad.m. Ave. CHURCH OF THE GOOD FIRST CHURCH Adams Ave. and 24th Street GERMAN EVANGELICAL, REFOMED I?I 2385 FRAN K C. BRAINERD, Mlnl.te, SHEPHERD 454 24tH Street. m" WESTENBERG, E.de,
... 3031 Adams Ave inI I REV. H, D, ZIMMERMAN, 1100 am Mornins ot Iti.u.."' .''k H. Thompson Jtr.o, Ave. md 23d Slr.et. 10:00 a. m.-- Wblo School sln,

I : bcrmoo. REV. G. F. RASSWEiLER, aetor. .'iU- ,
1 ,l" p m Preaching Central Pari.

12-1- P ni. Bible School Grant Ave, and 24th Street, i2'1' School P PH TESTER, Pastor Presbyterian US?,
7.00 p. m Christian '"0 p m. Cbrisllen Endeavor 8:00Endeavor. 6 a. m -- Bible School

p. chlns. J
10 00 a. m --Bible School.1

WM. W. FLEETWOOD, Rector
'0:00 a m B1b,e School. CENTRAL PARK U :00 a m.Prc.chln, mLSU'ct KttSS" -

I IS U,S a Service. SECOND CHURCH 9,0 A 3, s,.1.00. a. n, -P- re,ch,ne Se e SWEDISH LUTHERAN, ELIM AFRICAN METHODIST 2

I 7 - --8' Y' P' S,r" "d " " ' EPISCOPAL LfciZ Bible School, 7;oo p. B,Bp,.rtb League. defr.rson Ave. and 23d S.reeL
8 00 p. Serv.ce. JJ-ViS- ., .. , , - -- Morn.ng ,,er. S. 00 p. Serv.ce. ffiTf -v-

lces. ERIK FLOREEN, Pastor. P--.. K
gm 8:00 p. m. Thursday Prayer Meet- - .15 p. m Christian Endeavor 11 no a m Preaching Services. f;,i,

to& 8:00 p. m. 7 45 p. m. Thursday-Pra- yer Meet. 8:00 p. Service. 10:00 a m -- Bible School. J 00 p. i:,h1 ;. terU I ' 4.o0 p. m- .- v csper Serv.ces. ing. 8?00 p. m. Thurs-Pra- yer Meeting 11:00 a. m Preaching Service J- P- Scnlccs. I.


